BOROUGH  OF  BRIDGE ORTK 

J.'TE DIG AiL  OFFICER  OF  HE.-.LTir  S ANNUAL  RUPORT  FOR  1950. 


Mr.  Mayor  c:  Gcutlcmen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  the  -.nnual  Report  on  the 
Health  of  the  Borough  of  Bridg?iorth  for  the  year  ended  the 
31st  December  1950. 

PUBLIC  HBO.LTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUIHORITU , _ 

Medical  Officer  of  Healths  L.E,  Dickson,  M. D. ,B , S (part- time ) 
Sanitary  Officer  & Pood 

•Inspectors  E.J.  Morgans,  B.Sc.,  M.R.S.I. 

(vdio  is  also  Borough  Surveyor) 

Assistant  Sanitary  Officers  D.H.  Young,  M.RoS.I, 


Sec.  A, 


STATISTICS  AND 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  in  acres. 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident 
popLilation  at  miid  1950. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of 
1950  according  to  the  Rate  Book. 
Rateable  Value, 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate. 


2,502. 

6,160. 

1,848. 

£31,056. 

£118.  13s,.  3d, 


EXTR^’iCTS  FROM  THE  ""^ITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR, 


Total . 

M. 

F, 

Live  Births  127. 

"■  58. 

69 . 

) Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 

Legitimate  121. 

55. 

66. 

) estimated  resident 

Illegitimate  6. 

3. 

3. 

) population. 

•if  ter 

adjus tmenb 

by  the  cciparability  Factor . 

Still  Births  6. 

1, 

5 . 

) Rate  per  1,000  total 

Legitimate  5. 

Ic 

A 

) live  and  still  births. 

Illegitimate  1, 

- 

1. 

) 

Deaths.  93.  46.  47.  Death  rate  per  1,000  of 

estim.ated  average 

population . 

After  adjiusbment  by  the  camparabili ty  Factor. 
Deaths  fi-om  Puerperal  Causes. 


20.6 

•21",  6 2.1 -ti- 


45.1 


15.09 
i&irSS- 1:^ 

Nil. 


Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age. 


Total.  M.  F. 

Legitimate.  5.  3.  2. 

Illegitim.atc . _ _ - 

Death  Ra.tes, 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births. 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births. 
Illcgitim-ato  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 


Deaths  of  Infants  under)  Total  M.  F. 

4 weeks  of  age  ) "5.”  3,  2. 


Deaths  from  Measles .. , .... 

Deaths  from,  ".'hooping  Cough  .... 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  under  2 years 
Deaths  from  Pneumonia  .... 

Deaths  from  Malignant  Growths... 
Deaths  from  Cardiovascular  diseases 


• • • o 

r • • • 

of  age 


39.3 

41.3 
nil . 


.nil . 
.nil , 

it 

4. 

17. 

44. 


« « » e 
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Sec.  B.  GB£E^X_X  OF  HEALTH  SERVICBS  IN  THE  AREA. 

Public  Hea?  th  0- f of  the  xlutliority.  see  page  1. 

Labopa '^0U7/'  "^crvj.C'-  s ape  ppovided.  at  tbe  Boyal  S9.1op  Infipmapy, 

Nursing  in  the  Eomo  is  under  the  control  of  the  Local  .iuthority 
which  is  uhe  is. lop  County  Council.  ’ 

Ambul 9 n c e Services,  ambulances  and  one  car  for  sitting  cases 

are  soaticncd  at  Bridgnorth.  These  are  available  for  short 
journeys.  Long-distance  journeys  are  arranged  from  Coimty 
headquarters c (Telephone  No.  Shrewsbury  2626) 

^ bar c a r 'C e ace.  — Tne  Voluntary  Car  Service  is  ooerated  in 

Bridgnorth,  four  ov/ner- drivers  in  the  Borough  participating. 
The-^-  are  supplemen  bary  to  the  sitting  cars  of  the  Local 
-imibulance_  Service, & the  arrangements  are  made  through  the 
Counry  nmJDulance  Officer  & the  V/oV  <,8  .headquarters  at  Sh:ev/sbury, 
ihej/  provide  a most;  useful  iransport  service , particularly 
Tolvcrhaupton  and  Kiddennins ter  Eospitals. 


'CO 


Hospitals . There  are  tv/o  Hospitals  in  the  Borough,  the 
uridgnorth  u South  Shroprliirc  Infiimary  for  general 
hospital  worh  and  Innoge  House.  Image  House  is  in  part 
f an  institution  fox'-  the  care  of  t]ie  ag5d  & infirm,  and  in 
part  ''i  horpitp.1  for  fem.alc  patie:-ts,  mainly  those  not 
needing  spccicJ.ised  hospital  treatment.  The  hospital  side 
is  u''',dcr  the  control,  of  Group  16,  Wo lvcrham.pt on  Local 
Hospital  Management  Gommiteee,  and  the  side"  devoted  to  the 
care  of  the  aget’  L infirm  is  under  the  ma.na-gGm.ent  of  the 
Salop  0 cun t y G oun c 1 1 , 

Th.c  Brlig'icrbh  L South  Si...''opshiro  Infirmary  is 
under  t/x  management  of  Group  16,  ‘'■.hlverham.pt on  Local 
■ ic.sieita?.  I 'an^. ger.’ent  Ccmml.ttee,  and  Gc.nsul  tents  from  ■■ 

V/cIa/ e: 'hemp ton  Irr/c  lined  cates  for  attending  the  Infirmary, 

Clinics  . are  hold  at  the  Welfare  Centre  of  ■ BriCgnorth  as  follovi/ss- 

Ihihcrculosis  . One  ol  the  Corn  by.  Medical  Officers  for 

cisouscs  act ends  on  the  las b Tuesoay  in  each  month 
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r.llc 


sfber-care  clinic  is  held  on  altern^^te 
Mcno.:.yj  fr-om.  11  a^m.  to  1 p.m. 


Maternity  L Child  helfo.re.  Each  Monda^^  from  11  a.m.to  4 p.m. 

Venereal  ulseases.  There  are  clinics  avail  cole  at 
ShrewsiAury,  lolverh.ampton  & Hiddermins ter , 

Hom.e  Kelp  Sori'ice,  h branch  of  this  Service  v/as  opened  in 
BridgnorPh  on  21st  November  1949  to  cover  the  Bridgnorth 
Borough  and  Bridgnorth  Rural  Districts,  The  office  hours 
of  a 1 1 or  '.1  nc c l...,  e f rom  2.15  p.m.  to  4,50  p , m , on  Mondays , 
and  Rridays,  at  Bridgnorth  Welfare  Cr>ntre.  Unfortunately, 
the  Service  has  la  :tcily  been  little  used,  ccnd  it  is 
imdorsbood  that  the  County  Cmganlser  of  the  Shropshire 
'I.V.S.  has  recci.micrded  to  the  County  Authc;^iby  that  the 
Branch  should  be  closed  as  soonas  pcssible.  Misunderstanding 
of  the  scorx  of ^ this  Serance  and  of  its  cost  to  its  users 
probably  to  sc]’'1'g  extent  accounts  for  its  disuse. 

Sec.  C,  ^ S-INITiMTA  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 
^T^_SIXIXIES_^  ' 

Rindleford  Eoroholss  Supply,  'The  quantity  and  quality  of 
the  water  from  this  source  has  again  been  very  satisfactory. 


- 3 ^ 

Yi|^tcr_-j^.lys5__s_^  The  results  of  the  Bacteriological 
cxanlr-'-tions  of  samples  of  water  taken  in  the  Borough 
are ' - 

(1)  Tap  at  College  House,  Highly  satisfactory, 

(2)  Tap  at  73,  Sydney  Cottage  Drive,  Satisfactory, 

(3)  Vvatcr  from  Conduit  Supply, 

Geo:'-ge  a Dragon  Yard.  Highly  satisfactory. 

(4)  7Jater  from  pump,  Bay 

Cottage,  Oldbury.  Although  there  is  no 

direct  evidence  of  faecal 
contamination,  the  supply 
should  be  regarded  with 
suspicion, 

Comple t i on_j? f Booster  Station,  Salop  Street,  The 
Installation  of  the  larger  capacity  compression  tank 
has  now  been  completed  and  is  proving  satisfactory  in 
operation,  .1  larger  Air  Compressing  unit  has  also  been 
installed . 

Ove rhaul  of  Pump  at  Bdndleford, 

During  the  ^'^u'twmi  No,  2 pump  was  dismantled  and  given 
a thorough  overhaul,  now  parts  being  fitted  as  required, 
ThLs  nas  resulted  in  increased  delivery  from  the  pumps 
v/hich  should  no'G  require  any  major  repairs  for  some  years. 

Extension _ to  Main  at  Oldbury, 

The  3’*”  cast  iron  main  at  Oldbury  vms  extended  from 
opposite  L'lanor  Farm  House  to  Church  House,  a distance  of 
approximately  90  yards, 

G o ndu i t ^ > a -n-q^o^ 

The  o''  ( as  a iron  water  main  in  Conduit  Lane  was  extended 
a f other  IGO  yards  to  supply  houses  now  being  built. 

A o od  b e r y C l_q  s c_ . 

"To  supply  ehe  64  houses  novv  being  built  in  Woodberry 
Close,  a further  770  yards  of  3”  asbestos  cement  v;ater 
main  has  been  laid  and  connected  to  the  existing  Sydney 
Cot  tage  L s t s to  ma in . 

Bp/ ^ Co t is  go 

-‘,j  lesult  of  the  "unsatisfactory  sjimplc  taken  from  Bay 
Cottage  i^ump,  an  informal  notice /lerved  on  the  ovaier 
roquij ing  him  to  connect  to  the  main  water  supply  near  by. 
This  v.'-as  complied  with,  a tap  and  sink  being  Installed  in 
the  scullery,  and  satisfactory  drainage  provided, 

Stp.-^d  Bipcs^, 

There  arc  still  approximately  60  houses  in  the  Borough 
suppl:’ od  by  stand  pipes. 

Liver  ^eycrn,_ 

■±he  Lj-VCx  ooeYrn  overflowed  its  banks  for  a short  time 
in  harch,  but  no  serious  flooding  occurred. 

C_qnxiuirt  _Lanc  _Bewcr,_ 

Tne  foul  sewer  "in  Conduit  Lane  was  extended  230  yards 
to  servo  new  houses  now  being  constructed  by  private 
enterprise.  One  septic  tank  was  disconnected  and  the 
house  drains  conncc'ted  to  the  nev;  scv;er. 


Severn  Street  ~ Storm  Overflow. 

To  obviate  overloading  of  the  15''  foul  sewer  in  Severn 
Street  in  times  of  heavy  storms  a short  length  of  18’* 
storm  overflow  has  been  laid  to  the  Bylet  Channel,  from  a 
chamber  constructed  at  the  junction  of  the  Severn  Street 
and  the  main  Low  Town  sewers.  This  appears  to  be  working 
so.tisfac  torily , 

Overhaul  of  sov/er  Broseley  Road, 

Luring  heavy  storms  in  the  summer  trouble  was  experienced 
by  the  backing  up  of  foul  sewage  through  the  road  gullies. 
This  was  found  to  be  caused  by  roots  which  had  penetrated 
some  50  yards  of  sev/er  near  Stanley  Lane,  Since  this  v/as 
cleared  the  trouble  has  reduced  appreciably. 

Nev;  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme, 

The  Council  have  decided  to  instruct  their  Consulting 
Engineers  to  proceed  with  detailed  plans  of  the  new 
sewage  disposal  plant  in  Stanley  Lane,  and  the  pumping 
station  in  Low  Town, 

When  this  scheme  is  completed  theru  v;ill  bo  no  crude 
sev/age  discharged  into  the  Liver  Severn, 

Rodent  Infestation, 

liio  prevention-  of  hamage  by  Pests  Let  1949  cariie  in  bo  force 
on  the  1st  April  1950j  under  the  .ict  the  Local  Authority 
are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  their  district  is  kept 
free  from  rats  and  mice, 

--  rodent  operative  v/as  appointed  jointly  with  Much 
V/enlock  Borough,  from  1st  April  1950.  He  spends  one  month 
with  this  authority  and  two  with  Much  Wenlock  in  each 
quarter , 

The  controlled  tip  and  the  sewers  in  the  Borough  are  now 
practically  free  from  infestation,  A number  of 
infestations  in  various  premises,  particularly  food  shops, 
have  been  satisfactorily  dealt  with. 

Sec.  D.  HOUSING. 


Housing  Act  1949, 

The  Council  have  resolved  not  to  im.plement  Aac  provision 
of  Section  20  of  the  Housing  Act  1949  (financial 
assistance  to  persons  wishing  to  improve  their  property) . 


Number  of  houses  completed  during  1950 

(a)  By  Council  - 38, 

(b)  By  private  enterprise  - 7, 

Number  of  houses  under  construction  at  31st  Dec, 1950, 

(a)  By  Coimcil  - 34, 

(b)  By  private  enterprise  - 9. 

Total  number  of  applications  for  Council  houses  at  31st 
December,  1950.  ~259. 

Sec.  E..  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Inspection. 

In  the  summer  an  inspection  of  cafes  revealed  most 
unsatisfactory  conditions  at  one  of  them.  An  Informal 
notice  was  served  on  the  proprietress  who  has  since  left 
the  premises.  They  are  no  longer  used  as  food  premises. 

Meat  Allocation  Centre. 

Dissatisfaction  was  expressed  a number  of  times  during  the 
year  regarding  the  unsatisfactory  method  of  handling  and 


distrituting  the  moat  supply  at  the  re -allocation  centre 
in  Gartv/ay.  Resulting  from  requests  to  tho  butchers 
group  certain  improvements  Y^eTC  carried  out  which  enabled 
the  sheep  carcases  to  be  stored  on  benches  provided. 

The  Council  have  now  taken  up  the  matter  v/ith  the 
Ministry  of  Pood  and  have  su.ggested  to  tho  Ministry  that 
they  are  prepared  to  erect  a Public  Abattoir  and 
allocation  centre  to  serve  the  needs  of  Bridgnorth  and  the 
surrounding  area.  No  final  decision  can  yet  bo  given  by 
the  Ministry  until  the  Government  have  formulated  their 
policy  in  regard  to  meat  marketing  generally. 


Model  Byelaws  - Food. 

The  "Coujicil  have  adopted  the  Model  Byelaws  under  Sec.  15 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  1938,  These  relate  to  the  securing 
of  cleanly  conditions  and  practices  in  connection  with 
the  handling,  wrapping  and  delivery  of  food  for  sale  in 
the  open  air.  This  action  has  boon  confirmed  by  tho 
Minister  of  Food. 


Moat  and  other  foods  condemned  during  1950. 
Meat . 


F:*  sh. 


Sheep  carcases 
Offal 
Sausage 
Meat  in  tins 

Other  prepared  moats  and 
bacon. 

Meat  pies. 

Dabs 

Fish  and  nastes  in  tins 


Other  Foods 
S oup’ 

Vegetables . 

Vegetables  in  tins  & bottles 


- 21 

3x  lbs, 

- 95^1bs. 

- 81  lbs.  ll-g-  os. 

40  lbs.  4 oz, 

- 30  (71b.  8 oz) 

1 stone. 

6 lbs.  5-^-  oz. 

- 4 tins  (4  lbs) 

- 30  (52  lbs. 7 oz) 


^ rui t . Fruit,  Jellies  and  Juices 
in  tins. 

Figs . 

Tomato  chutney  and  ketchup. 

Salad  cream, 

Iiilk  in  tins. 

Gelatine , 

Flour, 

Choose . 

Shroddod  Thoat. 

Dcssicatcd  coconut, 

Chocolctc  rolls. 

Irish  Cake , 

Pastry  liiAture . 


- 116  tins  (173  Ib.i  o 

-108  lbs. 

3 bottles  (11b. 7-|- 

- 64  bottlGs(30  lb,  6 
40  tins  (70|-  pts) 

6 packets. 

1 bag  (3  lb). 

7 lb. 

44  packets. 

- 26  lb. 

4 (2  lb. ) 

6it  lb , 

63  packets. 


Milk  Supply. 

Number  of  Distribubors  of  Milk.  10. 

" ''  " Ice-cream,  28. 

Nui'.ibcr  of  Dealers  who  make  Ice-cream. 

Cold  Mix.  1. 

Hot  Mix.  nil. 


3gc,  F.  PI^. valence  of,  AMD  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS 

AP]j~"cTHj:iR''  Disi]Asrs.  ^ " ■■  -■ 

The  n-'imUcr  oj?  cases  oT  ScarE.c  b FevuP  was  oEout  halT 
the  e.verage  for  die  last  two  years, 

■There  ¥/as  no  case  of  Diphthorj  a notified.  The  last 
case  notified  was  in  194L. 

Then-umher  of  cases  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  were 
mors’  than  for  the  ],ast  two  years. 


T-.vo  cases  of  Acute  Fclioniyoli tis  and  one  case  of 
Acute  Polioencephalitis  v;ero  not“^ficd  during  the  epidemic 
period  in  tho,  late  summer „ 


rOTIFIABIF  DISEAS'^o  DUKING_  _THE^Ui:/_R_  19 5 0 

Total"  cashes  Oases  admitted  Total 


Disease.  notified,  - ■ 

to  Hospital- 

Deaths . 

Scarlet  Feve?'’, 

i' 

A 

- 

Me a sic  s , 

53 

- 

Whooping  Cough. 

15 

Pneur.^onia , 

o 

4 

Puerperal  Pproxi  u 

1 

•• 

Frys ip 0?  as . 

2 

Acute  Pc!'  i cmyeli ti s 

( Pare,  1 ytj  c) 

1 

•] 

''  ’*  ( non-para'h/tic ) 

1 

1 

— 

AcT'.te  Polic^ncepheli  tis. 

1 

1 

Age 

PerioJ  s - 


How  ChsGS 

R e G p i r 0.  t o ly/’ , ""H  c h ■ ^ ^ s ^ « 

Ivl  , I 1'-  5 * » 


l.’~  5.  1 

5 -15. 

15-25,  1 

25-55. 

55-1-5, 

45-55,,  2 

55  & over. 


1 

1 


D^aths^^ 

T e e r i r si  t o rr ,,  Non-  Re  sp , 


il.  F, 


I have 
Mr.  Morgans 
sections  C, 


j.'leas'aro  in  ackno'vl edging  my  indeDtodness  to  ^ 
and  the  Sui'/eyorFs  Department  for  ccmpll.ing  the 
D o.nd  E of  this  Report. 


I have  tiie  hono'ar  to  he^  Me.- 


Mayor.  Aj.doi'men  fc  Co  j.ncillons , 


Your  oh 05 i on  t 3 c r van  t , 


L.E.  DICKS OH c 

Medics  1 Cificcr  of  Health 


